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Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 21st February 2018 in the Council Chambers of 

the War Memorial Institute. 

Present:   Visiting speaker   Mrs J Kelham (PCSO) 
Cllrs. P. James, L. Pace-Avery, R. Hughes, S. Jones, A. Jones, J. Davies, P. Lambkin, T. Van Rees  

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs. E. Lake, J. Rowlands, L. Voss 

2. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the January meeting  and Matters Arising ---The January minutes were duly considered. 
Cllr A. Jones wished to make an amendment at point 5 and change the wording from “The committee of Victoria 
Hall have written evidence that this is a right of passage for maintenance” to The Committee of Victoria Hall have 
written evidence that this is a right of access for maintenance”   
Matters arising – 1) The Clerk reported on an e-mail received from Powys regarding the gritting of Ffos  Road. 
As of the 5th January Ffos Road will now be treated as a Primary route and will be gritted accordingly. 
2) The Clerk read a response form the minister for the environment (Hannah Blythyn) regarding the recycling of 
Plastic waste. (a copy of which is attached to these minutes as appendix 1) 
After due consideration the minute were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr A. Jones, and seconded by Cllr 
J. Davies. 
PCSO J Kelham arrived at 7:10pm and the Agenda was suspended. Cllr James welcomed her to the meeting 
and explained that the Community were still having a few problems with certain individuals. PC Kelham 
acknowledged this and said that the Police were aware of a small cluster of individuals within Llanwrtyd still 
displaying anti-social behaviour. Police have visited all pubs where there had been damaged done and 
suggested that CCTV be installed. A discussion ensued as to where best to place CCTV and it potential cost. 
PCSO Kelham felt that CCTV would be an excellent idea as this would provide concrete evidence for police use 
and incidents would not rely on surmised culpability. It was resolved to investigate funding avenues for support 
for this idea and to investigate cost of installing CCTV at strategic points within the Town. The Victoria hall has 
some form of recording device, the garage has a CCTV camera which covers the forecourt but areas around the 
Belle Vue Pub, The Neuadd and along Dol-y Coed Road are dark areas and would benefit from CCTV cameras. 
Cllr Jones reported a few minor incidents at Victoria Hall which were not reported but said there was a camera on 
the back of Victoria Hall which recorded activity . She was waiting for someone to come and look at the footage 
to see if it had captured anything. PCSO Kelham stressed the importance of calling 101 to report all incidents, no 
matter how small, but was aware that people were reluctant to do this because it might entail making a witness 
statement and possible evidence giving in a court of law. People were reluctant, in a small Community, to do this 
for fear of retribution. Although a report to “Crimestoppers” was anonymous if a conviction ensued there still 
needed to be witness statements. PCSO Kelham suggested other ways of calling in incidents such as apps, 
community messenger, texting etc.  
Cllr James asked for an indication of where we are now compared with last year and whether there was a record 
of incidents that were called in . PCSO Kelham said there was a record of incidents and she could provide that 
data. She went on to say that things had been quiet for the last few weeks but there is a pattern and when the 
lighter nights and warmer weather arrives there is likely be a rise in incidents again.  
Cllr James felt that the order that had been out on certain individuals was working and was having an effect and 
PC Kelham stated that the Police had worked very closely with mid Wales and West housing Association and 
had successfully removed one perpetrator, who was causing daily disturbances , from a flat in Town. 
The Clerk read a comment made during a survey for Dowlen Field which stated that parents were keen to have 
money spent on CCTV because they felt “intimidated” to take their children to the play parks “when certain 
youths are present”. 
Cllr James informed PCSO Kelham that the community was doing all it could to reduce levels of ant-social 
behaviour . The public toilets are now closed after 6:00pm and are reopened at 8:30am and there are moves to 
start a Youth Club for 11 – 16year olds in the Pavilion  
Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that  in a recent internet browse she had found that crime figures in Llanwrtyd 
are greater than those in Builth Wells. 
Cllr Van Rees enquired if there was any funding available from the Crime Commissioner to aid in installing CCTV 
and to provide some support for the instigation of the youth Club. PC Kelham said she would investigate when 
the application forms were available and send them to us. 
It was suggested that an article be written for the Grapevine telling the community that the Town Council is taking 
on board different ways to report crime and that they are working closely with Dyfed Powys Police to combat 
petty crime and anti-social behaviour in the area. After some discussion this was widened with Cllr James 
suggesting a coffee morning   where residents can get involved in finding out what is being done and what 
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further possibilities there are. PCSO Kelham felt that this was a good idea and offered to attend and lead the 
meeting. Cllr James asked if there was any written material that could be displayed and PCSO Kelham said that 
there was a variety of posters and information leaflets. She would gather together all that she could find and 
bring it to Cllr James. The date of Saturday 28th April was agreed. It was decided to invite the Crime 
Commissioner to this event and a letter of invitation be sent out . 
Action : Clerk to write invitation and send. 
Cllr James thanked PCSO Kelham for attending the meeting and felt that we had moved another step forward 
together. 
PCSO Kelham left the meeting at 8:00pm. 
The agenda was resumed . 

4. Finance 
4.1 The Clerk presented the January balance sheet explaining income and expenditure. The Clerk 

reminded members that there was an outstanding bill for the hedge cutting on Cefn Gorwedd Road. 
Contact had been made with the contractor and it was hoped that the invoice would be forthcoming 
shortly. After due consideration the balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr  T. Van 
Rees and seconded by Cllr Pace-Avery.  

4.2 The Clerk requested that forms for the claiming of expenses be given in as soon as possible. Three 
Councillors requested that forms be resent to them again.  
Action: Clerk to send above forms. 

4.3 Internal Audit review – The Clerk informed members that the annual review of internal auditor and 
council financial controls was due. The clerk agreed to put a document together for  adoption at the next 
meeting  

4.4 Insurance -The Clerk informed members that the current  Insurance Policy  with WPS insurance  
brokers was due to expire at the end of May and enquired whether the Council wished to renew for another year 

or find other quotes . It was decided to find two more quotes for insurance and bring these to the next meeting. 

Action: Clerk to seek quotes form NFU and Zurich Municipal and report back at the next meeting. 

5. Feedback from Councillors . 
Cllr A. Jones reported that: 

• There were moles in the Powys Cemetery -Clerk to inform relevant body at Powys County Council. 

• That the light at the back of Victoria Hall was still not working despite it being reported to Powys.  

• Cllr Jones  reminded all members, on behalf of Mrs S. Price, that the coffee morning had been changed 

to Saturday 3rd March and invited Councillors to attend. 

Cllr R. Hughes reported that ; 

• There was a great deal of dog fouling along station road and that, despite the efforts of a local resident 
to curb this by putting up signs, there was no improvement in the situation rather there appears to be 
flagrant disregard for this issue. The signs have been torn down and although people are picking up the 
dog mess they are then flinging the bags into the nearest hedge. 

Cllr Van Rees also stated that there was a big problem with dog fouling on his driveway between the station and 
the Abernant  and would consider closing off access to dog walkers if things do not improve. 
               After much discussion it was decided to include dog fouling in the article with the antisocial behaviour 
issue and the Council’s intention to install CCTV cameras at strategic points within the Town. 
Cllr Van Rees reported that:  

• there had been no movement with securing monies for the refurbishment of the War Memorial institute 
and they would now probably look to the lottery and/or the military covenant. 

• that he had received notice from the  Housing Officer that there was money available for Council 
housing development in Llanwrtyd and perhaps this could be discussed at the next meeting. 

Cllr Pace-Avery  

• reminded members of the need to address the issue of General Data Protection Regulation which is 
due to come into force on May 25th, 2018.The Chair acknowledged this and asked for the item to be put 
onto the March Agenda. The Clerk informed members that the advice team of SLCC are currently 
preparing a set of model documentation to support compliance with GPR and the new Act. 

Action -Clerk to ensure the item is put onto the March Agenda. 
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• reported that she had been approached by members of the public regarding a number of cars parked at 
Ffos road near the brow of the hill. It appears that these cars are held for sale and can often be seen for 
sale at the entrance of the Maes y Dre industrial units. 

            Cllr James suggested that members of the public be advised to write letters to the Town Council and in 
that way the Council would be able to respond accordingly. 

• reported that Mr D Barlow had offered to be a responsible adult for Sol Lake’s football venture but had 
come up against the fact that no more that two age groups could play together at one time. A solution to 
this problem was being investigated and Cllr Pace Avery will keep members informed. 

• reported that the timing and the place of the youth club meeting was not good and therefore no one 
turned out. It was felt that once the lighter nights come the idea will be relaunched. 

Cllr James felt this was a good idea and that there would be more interest. 
Cllr Pace Avery reported that she has received a text from a resident asking what the Council were doing for 
teenagers.  
Clr James felt that if the youth club takes off it would address this issue.  
 
Cllr S. Jones reported that; 

• Below “Devil’s Staircase” there appears to be a scrapyard of caravans, burger van and a variety of other 
vehicles. The area looks like a scrapyard and it is feared that a business is being conducted there for scrap 
metal. It is unsightly and there could be risk of pollution in an SSI area.It was suggested that contact is made with 
NRW regarding this issue. 

• that at a recent meeting of “Country Women” to discuss forthcoming events and venues there was 
concern raised by many that they felt afraid to  go to Abergwesyn Hall for fear of meeting a log lorry on route. Cllr 
Jones highlighted to members an article in the Llandovery Post magazine which outlined the new partnership 
between local Authorities and NRW called the “Tywi Timber Transport Forum”. It extoled the principle of taking 
as many log lorries off the “unclassified road network by using in-forest haulage roads.” The feeling was that if 
this was possible in Rhandirmwyn then it wold be possible in Llanwrtyd. After much discussion tit was suggested 
that Mr B. Hanwell (NRW’s Local Area Manager )be invited to the next Town Council Meeting in March. 
Cllr P. Lambkin reported that; 

• Lights were out at the path between Ty Cae Mawr  and Bethllyd 
Action; Clerk to inform Powys  

• informed members of an article in the newspapers encouraging a street party for the wedding of Prince 
Harry and Megan Markle . Charges for highway closures have been dropped, there will be no charge for 
the hire of warning signs for motorists and there will be no licence needed for street music. Cllr James 
felt that this might be something to consider for the Picnic in the Park event due this year. 

• questioned the validity of the Independent Remuneration Panel’s recommendations feeling that it was 
not necessary to increase the precept to accommodate this probability. The Clerk explained the 
reasoning behind the need to be prepared for the possibility of Councillors opting to claim this money 
either now or in the future. Cllr Van Rees confirmed that many Councils had done the same thing. The 
Clerk offered to provide Cllr Lambkin with the relevant extract from the document. 

Action: Clerk to provide the above. 
Cllr J Davies :  

• reported that the ATM Machine had been out of action for some time and questioned the reason for this. 
The Clerk informed members that this had been reported to the helpline with the response that there had been a 
a major network communication issue which had affected several ATM machines in the area. This was now 
resolved and as of Friday 16th February the ATM was back in action. 

• Confirmed that the lights were out between Ty Cae Mawr and Bethllyd  

• Reported that the backs of the houses along Ochr y Bryn were an eye-sore, green and black , and 
needed cleaning. Residents there had made representation to the Mid Wales and West Housing 
Association, but their concerns had fallen on deaf ears. It has been left to individuals residents to clean 
their own property. 

Councillors felt that a letter should be sent to the Mid Wales Housing Association expressing   concern that 
residents’ issues were not being appropriately addressed. 
Action: Clerk to write above letter. 

6. Website-   Cllr Pace-Avery reported on the meeting held on Wednesday 14th February to discuss a 
Town Website. She reported who attended and that everyone agreed that something needed to be done. It was 
felt that a public meeting for all those interested be held on Tuesday 3rd April in Victoria Hall where Mr Paul 
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Rickard would have some samples of website and formats to have a look at. It would be helpful if as many 
councillors could attend as was able. (A copy of the notes from that meeting are attached to these minutes as 
Appendix 2). 

7. Anti-Social Behaviour- this was discussed at great length with PSCO Kelham. There were no further 
issues brought to the table. 

8. Traffic Calming -Cllr James outlined the meeting held with Mr C. Jones from the Welsh Government 
and Mr D. Williams regarding the road works and traffic calming measures. The works will entail road closure for 
a week and will include resurfacing the main 483 through the town, installing white line markers indication a 
narrowing of the road at the gateways to the town along the Llandovery road and at Beulah Road. It will also 
entail the installation of 25 new traffic bollards in the centre of the Town. Cllr Davies, who was also present at the 
meeting, indicated that other road safety issues were also discussed such as the suspended pedestrian walkway 
on the left side of the bridge over the river and the issue of a pedestrian crossing at some point in the Town. 
Although these were discussed, and Mr Jones listened attentively, nothing was promised so it was decided to 
write to the relevant people at the Welsh Government to maintain the pressure to get these two things, which are 
very much needed, done.  
Action: Clerk to write above letter in conjunction with Cllr James. 

9. Planning – 
1) To consider planning application P/2018/0120 formation of new access road, car park, workshop 

building including sensory garden and all associated works at Dolwen Field. The Town Council is the applicant 
and therefore had no objections to the application. The issue of interest arose at this point but as no Councillor is 
in any way likely to gain from this project it as deemed unnecessary for anyone to declare an interest. The Town 
Council will not submit any objections. 

2) To consider planning application P/2018/0182 -reserved matters application following the approval of 
application P/2014/0653 for the erection of 5 dwellings at land adjacent to Erw Haf , Llanwrtyd Wells. This was 
debated at great length and as a result Cllr Van Rees offered to find out more about this development and report 
back. 

10. Twinning – Cllr Davies reported that the French connection was currently wavering. Several committee 
members in Meriel  resigned at their AGM in January. There is to be an extra ordinary meeting in March. There is 
a twinning trip planned from Llanwrtyd to Meriel in July but it remains to be seen if this will go ahead. Cllr A. 
Jones informed members that the grapevine had been approached by the group  “Contact” in Meriel to ask for a 
host family for a 15yr old for three months. Cllr Davies reiterated the new protocol sent from Llanwrtyd to Meriel 
which stated that the Twinning Association will only consider requests from the Mériel Twinning 

Association.  
  He informed members that Jerome would be bringing a party of French children to Manor Adventure in May.  

11. Services 
a) Public toilets- Cllr James reported a problem with damp on the ceilings of the toilets probably 

caused by condensation. Simon Powell had been contacted and he has painted the ceilings with mould resistant 
paint. However, Cllr James proposed the  installation of  some kind of heating in the building ,possibly in the form 
of wall heaters. Cllr Van Rees seconded this proposal. It was resolved to investigate the purchase of heaters.  
The Clerk requested a photo to be taken with the certificate for gold standard if Council wanted it reported in the 
press.  
The Clerk informed members that the transfer documents had been received and needed signing and sealing. 
Cllr James and the Clerk to sign. They then get sent back to Powys who also sign and seal them. 

b) Dolwen Field- The Clerk read an e-mail for a representation of parents at school regarding the 
development at Dolwen Field, while some comments were negative, the ideas put forward were constructive and 
will be passed on to the Development Committee on Wednesday 28th February. 
There is an activity planned with the Primary School along the same lines as the cheese and wine evening bit 
with  squash and a healthy food dip which Cllr James has said he will provide. This needs to be negotiated with 
the Headteacher , Mrs Lloyd. Cllr Pace Avery, and Council representative on the school Governing body, offered 
to approach the subject at the Governing body meeting. 
The Clerk explained issues with regard the “Fields in Trust” -application for any changes have been submitted by 
the Clerk and this will go before their legal team for approval or not . There may be a charge involved. Also that 
the land at Dolwen Field has not been registered with the Land Registry and needs to be done. Cllr Van Rees 
offered to take this forward if the Clerk could obtain Notice of Deeds from Dilwyn’s Solicitors in Llandrindod. 
Action: Clerk to contact Dilwyns Solicitors for the above document. 
The Clerk informed members that a quote for the 2018-2109 grass cutting had been received by Mr A. Croker  
and enquired as to whether they wanted to retain his services for another year. After some discussion it was 
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proposed, by Cllr James, that the quote be accepted since the quality of the grass cutting during this year had 
been very good with the Dolwen Field looking particularly well cared for. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Van 
Rees. It was resolved to accept Mr Croker’s quote for grass cutting for 2018/2019. 

c) Library- there was nothing to report with the Library. 
d) Town Square and Green -no issues were brought to the table. 
e) Surgery -Cllr James informed members that there was a “walk in” cuts and grazes clinic held 

in the surgery but this was challenged by other Cllrs who felt that the nurse available was there to do bloods only 
and on certain days. It was suggested that further investigation be made and the position clarified ready for the 
next meeting. It was also felt that we needed an update on the sound proofing of the wall as it seems there is no 
progress being made on this issue. 
Action: Clerk to investigate and report back. 

f) As Cae Post recycling is no longer in operation this item can be taken off the agenda. 
12. Correspondence  

Item 3                    e-mail from Mr B Campbell regarding the gritting of Ffos Road 
Item 3                     letter from Lesley Griffiths re; recycling 
Item  4.3                Letter regarding  Annual review of Internal Audit 
Item 8                    Plans for road works and traffic calming measures. 
Item 9                   Planning Application P/2018/0120  formation of new access road, workshop and associated 

works at Dolwen Field. 
                             Planning application P/2018/0182 to erect 5 buildings at Erw haf 
Item 11a               Final documents for the transfer of the Public Toilets 
Item 11b              e-mail from Mrs K. Knight via Cllr Voss regarding the development of Dolwen Field 
Item 11b               Quotes from Mr A. Croker for grass cutting for 2018-2019 
Item 12                 Letter from Welsh Government setting out the “Memorandum of Understanding” for those 

Councils with responsibilities for cemeteries. 
Item 12.1              Information form SLCC with regards General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
Item 12.2              e-mail regarding My community , My council  (review of community councils event) (needs a 

response) 
Item 12.3              One voice Wales Innovative practice awards notice of event  (needs a response) 
It was felt that the workshops would be interesting Cllr Pace-Avery , Cllr A. Jones and the Clerk L Ball  expressed 
an interest. 
Action; Clerk to investigate possible bursary for this event  
Item 12.4              e-mail from PAVO Listen and Learn Visits (needs a response) 
The response was a yes-Clerk to action. 
Cllr Davies reminded   members of a manhole cover that was half missing and a possible danger for walkers just 
past the gas works , first left after the layby. 
 Action; Clerk to report to waterboard. 
                          Cllr James thanked Cllr Van Rees for the excellent work carried out on behalf of the disaster 
fund to get the trust set up and accounts open. The Banks have reported that all paper work has been received 
and the accounts are in the process of being set up. Cllr Van Rees handed the Clerk a copy of the service level 
statement for legal services from Gelards Law firm “in respect of the creation of Llangammarch and District 
Disaster Relief Fund”. 
Cllr Van Rees informed members that the Llangammarch depot was available for parking for the funeral due to 
take place on Saturday 24th February at Llangammarch Church at 11;00am followed by burial at St Davids after 
at Bromsgrove Hall. Cllr Pace-Avery would attend as Deputy Mayor. 
                      Cllr James thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.55pm. 
 
Signed……………………………………………. 
 
Date……………………………………………… 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING;   WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH 
 
 PLEASE NOTE THE DATE FOR THE APRIL MEETING IS CHANGED FROM  THE 18th to the 25th APRIL 
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Appendix 2  

Notes on Website meeting held  in big room of Council Chambers on Thursday 15th 

February 2018                         6:00pm start 

Present:  Cllr P James, Cllr L. Pace-Avery, S.Lilley (Clerk to Llangammarch community 

Council) P. Rickard , P Scholfield, M. Piggott, E Stevens. 

In attendance: LE Ball (Clerk to Town Council) 

Cllr James welcomed everyone to the meeting and invite everyone to introduce 

themselves. He then handed the meeting over to Cllr Pace -Avery thanking her for 

all the work done in bringing the meeting to fruition . 

1.  Apologies for Absence: L. Brookes (Heritage Centre) 

                                           G. Palmer (Cwm Irfon Cottages) 

Cllr Pace Avery gave a brief outline of  how the meeting came to be  saying that 

Communication with Mr Rickard, currently living   in Germany but sue to return to 

Llanwrtyd in the near future,had revealed that there was no ONE website for 

Llanwrtyd Wells that embraced all aspects of the Town. A search of websites came 

up with nothing with Llanwrtyd and Llangamarch not even listed. He was looking for 

a copy of the Grapevine online but couldn’t find it as the website once set up was 

now defunct and no longer operating. He felt something needed to be done to put 

Lllanwrtyd on the website map and into the wider world. 

The intention was not to infringe on individual businesses websites but to have 

website that had links to relevant places, told of events , etc and brought everything 

together under the one brand of Llanwrtyd (the brand needing to be decided 

upon). 

He explained that he had purchased the domain Llanwrtyd.Wales 

Sue Lilley explained that she had bought Llangamarch . Wales . 

The general feeling of the meeting for the idea was very positive. 

Cllr James enquired as to whether there would be any cost involved and if there was 

should we be asking local businesses to support the idea with a financial 

contribution to cost. 

Mr Rikard gave the following estimates of cost which , he said, could vary according 

to the package purchased. He gave the cost of  the Domain at £120.00 per year 

and webhosting at £120.00 .Sue Lilley explained that the Irfon arts group used  a 

basic Wix web builder at an annual cost of £50-60.00 per annum. She felt it was 

straightforward to set up and easy to use. 

Cllr James suggested  that there needed to be a deadline put in place and stuck to  

with a date for the website to go live. 

The question was raised as to who the website would target -people who are 

planning holidays (in which case we will have missed it for this year)or people who 

are already here.(in which case it needed to go live as quickly as possible). 
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There was much discussion about the content , the possible headings and the 

marketing of the website. It was felt that the setting up of the website would be 

relatively easy (The static Content ) the variable content would be the more difficult 

to manage because it would need to be fed to Mr Rickard on a regular basis 

through some sort of system. Mrs Stevens felt it needed to be flexible so that the 

website could be accessed with ease on all forms of communication: mobile 

phones , laptops etc. 

It was felt that a small steering group was needed to decide a theme, the look of 

the website,what tabs were required and what system to use in its setting up. 

Cllr James felt that there needed to be a public meeting inviting interested parties to 

discuss a way forward and that this meeting should be advertised in the March 

Grapevine. The steering group could evolve from this meeting. 

The provisional date of Tuesday 3rd April was decided on(dependant on whether 

Victoria Hall was available for that evening.)at 7:00pm. 

 

The question of whether it needed to be bilingual was raised. This would have to be 

investigated. 

 Mr Rickard offered to bring three different samples of websites to show during the 

meeting for people to look at . 
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